The facets are body part (liver), process (imaging), apparatus (camera in the broad sense of any imaging device), thing (image, X-rays). This analysis results in great conceptual economy, since a given set of elemental concepts can be used to express a much larger number of combinations.
Facet analysis also facilitates searching for broad concepts, such as Camera (imaging device) regardless of type, while still allowing for specific searches -e.g. for X-ray camera -by combination.
Three of the concepts used in the example, Imaging, Camera, and Image, while belonging to different facets, share the core meaning of image, which is broader than any of the three concepts. Some queries require this broad meaning, possibly combined with an imaging principle, such as X-rays. We can take facet analysis and conceptual economy a step further to support this type of broad search. We can express a concept such as Imaging by a combination of its semantic rootImage -with a general modifier, in the example process. Here are the results of such an analysis for the three sample concepts (semantic roots in italics): D. (1991) . Beyond Facets: Semantic Roots and Modifiers as Elements of a Conceptual Morphology. 2nd ASIS SIG/CR Classification
